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Abstract:

The Sarabi cow breed, one of Iran's native and purebred breeds, originates from the
Sarab region in East Azarbaijan and is recognized as a dual-purpose breed (milk and
meat). Historically, it was widespread across East and West Azarbaijan and Ardabil
provineces. However, with the introduction of the Holstein breed, its population
declined, and it is now mainly preserved in the villages of Sarab and at the Sarab
Native Cattle Support Center. This breed is known for producing high-quality milk
with elevated fat and protein content, adaptability to harsh environmental conditions
(tolerating temperatures as low as -Y2°C), and resistance to diseases. Genetically, the
Sarabi breed is healthy and free from abnormalities such as BLAD, CVM, and
DUMPS disorders. Nonetheless, with an effective population size of only YA to ¢+
animals, it faces the risk of extinction. Physically, the breed is characterized by a
yellowish-red or brown coat, medium-sized horns, leaf-shaped ears, and a round
udder. A female Sarabi calf weighs approximately Y7 kg at birth, reaching VY ¢ kg at
one year, Yo+ kg at two years, and ¥ ¢ kg at three years, coinciding with its first
calving. It produces an average of 1,VY kg of milk per day during a Y1A-day lactation
period. Despite these strengths, preserving the Sarabi breed requires comprehensive
national support and well-designed breeding programs.
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