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Abstract

The Marandi chicken, recognized as one of the oldest and most valuable
indigenous breed of Iran, possesses unique characteristics that make it well-
suited for rearing under diverse climatic and economic conditions. However,
due to crossbreeding with other breeds, the absence of dedicated breeding and
conservation centers, and the lack of effective preservation programs, this
breed is currently in an unfavorable situation. To safeguard this breed, it is
essential to implement breeding improvement programs, raise farmers’
awareness, and support traditional rearing systems. Preserving the Marandi
breed not only contributes to the conservation of the nation’s genetic diversity
but can also serve as a sustainable source of income for rural communities.
This breed is notable for distinctive traits such as producing brown-shelled
eggs, adapting well to cold and semi-arid climates, and having ornamental
value. The mean hatch weight is YV,YA g for females and YV,)Y g for males.
At sexual maturity (end of the fifth month), hens weigh about Y:£) + g while
roosters weigh about YsA++ g. The Marandi hen produces approximately )1+
eggs annually, with an average egg weight of £V,YY g  Fertility and
hatchability rates are reported at AY,YAZ and V1,Ae7, respectively; optimizing
incubation conditions can further increase the hatchability of fertile eggs.
Marandi chickens exhibit strong brooding instincts and provide excellent care
for their chicks, a trait highly valued in nomadic and rural production systems.
Rearing this breed under free-range and semi-intensive systems not only
reduces production costs but also ensures the production of healthy, organic
products. This catalog presents the latest research findings on the native
Marandi chicken and highlights the breed’s productive and reproductive
capabilities.
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